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stitution a due balance of the monarchical, aristocratic, and
democratic elements, a due separation of the executive, legis-
lative, and judicial powers. The picture which he drew was.
a fancy picture, an idealised picture, like that which Tacitus,
drew of Germany for the instruction of his decadent country-
men. But it was the work of a genius, and it lived, to
influence profoundly the thoughts of political writers and the
action of statesmen. It influenced the writers of the Fede-
ralist, and, by following its lines, Alexander Hamilton and
his colleagues framed for the United States of America a.
constitution differing widely in its main principles from the
constitution of the mother country. It influenced Blackstone-
and De Lolme, and, with their help, founded the " literary
theory of the English constitution/' which was accepted as-
gospel on the Continent of Europe. Nor was the theory
seriously shaken in England until Bagehot wrote those articles
in the " Fortnightly Review/' which he afterwards collected
in his epoch-making little book.

Thanks to Bagehot, we have now realised that the British
constitution was not in the eighteenth century, and is not
now, based on a system of " checks and balances" between
King, Lords and Commons, between monarchy, aristocracy,,
and democracy. In the eighteenth century the dominant
force of the State was pretty equally represented in the two-
Houses of Parliament. Checks and balances there were, and
are, in the play of the constitution, but not operating in the
way supposed by Montesquieu or by Blackstone. Nor is there
any such separation between the executive and the legisla-
tive powers as that which forms the distinguishing mark of
the American constitution. On the contrary, the keynote
of the British constitution is the intimate relation between,
the interdependence of, the executive and the legislature.

This it is that differentiates from other forms of con-
stitution, what we call parliamentary government, and what
Dr. Redlich and other German writers have christened
" Parlamentarismus." And its characteristic feature, the
indispensable condition of its working, is the Cabinet.